
  



Please get in touch with 
us with any questions you have! 

 

Ham’s Garage is…. 

mailto:Heather.cato@gcisd.net
mailto:heatheracato@gmail.com
mailto:amyprasmussen@yahoo.com
mailto:rasmussena@cfbisd.edu
mailto:madams@lisd.org
mailto:fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com


“We rarely ask our students:  tell us 
what has to happen around here in 
order for you to be willing to study 
hard, think deeply, and take real 

pride in your work?” 
Robert L. Fried 
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From Write Beside Them 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

“I read literature, researched what others had to say 
about it, and figured out how to teach it so that there 
was a chance it would make my students as happy as 

it makes me.” 
  

“If we want our students to grow to appreciate 
literature, we need to give them a say in the decisions 

about the literature they will read.”  
 

“Allowing readers to select their own books has a 
major impact on students’ fluency, reading rate, and 

comprehension.” 
 

Nancie Atwell, In the Middle 

“...the pract ices we, as educators, are 
employing to make students better readers 
are often killing them. Intentions are not the 

problem; our practices are the problem.” 

“Authentic interest is generated when 
students are given the opportunity to delve 

deeply into an interesting idea” 

Kelly Gallagher, Readicide 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Do the guiding questions allow me to create 
a local context for the topic(s) under study 
and have students solve a real problem?” 

Ralph Prensky, 
Teaching Digital Natives 

“I look for the best writing in the genre we’re 
studying while we’re studying it. That way I find 
fresh work I can read with students for the first 

time discovering a writer’s craft.” 
Penny kittle, Write Beside Them 

 About 35% of the standards assessed are 

readiness standards 

 Readiness standards are about 65% of the 

test 

 Analysis across genres, inferences, literary 

text, informational text 

 Writing: expository and persuasive 

 Reading must change to accommodate this!  
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http://www.kellygallagher.org/resources/articles.html
http://www.izzit.org/
http://www.tweentribune.com/


  

"Becoming tech-savvy does not require knowing the logistics 
behind establishing a network or how to repair hardware. ... The 
tech-savvy teacher knows how to ask questions and, perhaps 
more important, whom to ask.  This teacher seeks out training 
and eagerly taps into the knowledge base of media specialists, 

librarians, computer support specialists, computer science 
teachers, parents, and especially students." 

Sara Kajder, The Tech-Saavy English 
Classroom 

“ ”
“Why technology? Well, because. As I articulate my thoughts I 
think that technology is not about the tool. Rather, it’s our way 

of processing what we learn. Perhaps I find that technology 
allows for learning in different ways and archives this learning 

in a more permanent way.” 

Jose Rodriguez, 
“The Wooden Nickel” Blog 

Important Information 

Conduct 

Content 

Monitoring 



  Must-Have Apps
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“… students go through an extended process of inquiry in 
response to a complex question, problem, or challenge.  

Rigorous projects help students learn key academic content 
and practice 21st Century Skills (such as collaboration, 

communication and critical thinking).” 
 

“While allowing for some degree of student "voice and 
choice," rigorous projects are carefully planned, managed, 
and assessed to help students learn key academic content, 

practice 21st Century Skills … and create high-quality, 
authentic products & presentations.” 

 
From the Buck Institute for Education 

John Dewey first researched and reported 
on the benefits of collaborative and 

experiential education at the end of the 19th 
century.  He was changing the face of 

education at the turn of the 20th century. 

 
Jean Piaget’s theories on cognitive 

development and the need to interact with 

surroundings to learning date back to the 
early 1920’s. 

 
Lev Vygotsky’s constructivist theories on 

zones of proximal development and 

scaffolding have been a part of professional 
conversations about education since the 

1920’s-1930’s.  
 

Brandi Davison, Associated Content, 2006 

http://www.bie.org/research/study/national_survey_of_pbl_and_high_school_reform.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

According to the Buck Institute for 
Education, http://www.bie.org:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
“… PBL must be the center of 
21st century instruction…. [It] 
contains and frames the 
curriculum….  PBL is “The 
Main Course, not Dessert.” 

 
The Buck Institute 

for Education 
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Redefined 
 
 
 

This framework of skills is a fantastic guide that 
aligns with college/career readiness standards.  Use 

it regularly with your content to create tasks, 
activities, and project-based learning that is relevant 

and engaging with today’s culture for students. 

’

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To paraphrase Katie 
Wood Ray (2002) in 

What You Know by 
Heart: 

 

What you need to know to 
revamp it all is within you, so 
listen to your inner reader and 
writer and let that become the 

teacher. 
 



Redefined 
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